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SENIOR MEMBER FINDS HIS OLD SHIP 


S. S. HOWICK HALL 
By Fred Rosebury 
SOWP 1570-SGP, KA1GEN 


(Illustration by John Brennan, Cardiff, 
Wales, U.K. Reprinted by Permission) 


During my lifetime of 97 years I have 
had a few interesting experiences, the 
most recent of which is in a letter | 
received from Mr. D. Wyn Davies of 


Wales, U.K. (SOWP 5512-TA). 


I first contacted him by ham radio 
and because of his name, not an 
uncommon one in Wales, I thought he 
might be related to or know of a 
Captain Davies with whom I was 
shipmates in the S.S. HOWICK HALL 
(KLT) back in 1923-24. 


I wrote to Mr Davies: in his reply he 
said he did not know Capt. Davies but 


he would make inquiries about him 
and the SS HOWICK HALL. 


I received a letter from Mr Davies 
dated 5 January, 1998 as follows: 


“After receiving your letter I tried to 
trace your Capt. Davies and get infor- 
mation on your old ship HOWICK 
HALL. I advertised my request in a 
magazine called "SEA BREEZES". | 


(continued - next page) 
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Member Finds Old Ship - From P.1 


have just had one reply and that one 
from far off Hawaii, so I am enclosing 
a copy of the letter received. As you 
can see, your old ship had a varied and 
colorful life until sunk in WW-II. No 
news has come to light on Captain 
Davies. I hope this enclosure is of use 
to you. D. Wyn” 


The enclosure, dated 22 December, 
1997 is as follows: 


“Dear Mr Davies. With regards for 
information on the HOWICK HALL 
and Captain Davies: the HOWICK 
HALL was launched Oct. 10, 1901-(the 
same year as my birth - FR)by Wm. 
Hamilton & Co. at Port Glasgow, 
Scotland, for Chas. G. Dunn & Co. of 
Liverpool. Built with a gross tonnage 
of 4,925 (increased at a later date to 
5,096). Dead weight capacity 8,079 
tons. Length registered between per- 
pendiculars 400 ft. Overall length 413 
ft. Molded breadth 51.5 ft Loaded 
draught just short of 26 ft. Hull had 
two continuous decks and above these 
a long combined bridge and focsle and 
a short poop, with two funnels. She 
was one of the first cargo liners to 
have longitudinal framing. For machin- 
ery she had a single triple-expansion 
engine built by David Rowab & Co. of 
Glasgow; four boilers of 180 Ib. work- 
ing pressure and a bunker capacity of 
800 tons of coal. Her initial service was 
from New York to South America 
with her owner as manager. This lasted 
until 1915. At that time she was sold 
with a number of HALL and other 
British ships to the newly formed 
United States Steel Products Co. Inc. 
of New York. This company later 
adopted the title ISTHMIAN LINE. I 
would assume she was used in the 
U.S.-Intercontinental trade. (It was 
during this time that I was her R/O. 
FR). 


In Oct.1929 she was sold to a in 


London firm but remained laid up in 
New York for the most of 1930 with 
some collision damage. In late 1930 she 
appeared in Rotterdam. (I should add 
that on the sale she was renamed 
DOVENDEN). There she laid until 
1932 when late in that year she was 
sold to other London owners. She 
remained idle (for a time). She was 
sold for a reported sum of L7,500 for 
scrap. The scrapping did not occur and 
the vessel was sold in due course to 
‘Ditta Luigi Pittalugo Vapori’ of 
Genoa, Italy. She was renamed 
IRCANIA and placed back in service. 
In 1937 she passed on to other Italian 
owners. During the Abyssinian War 
the IRCANIA was employed carrying 
military stores to Massowah. 1941 
found the vessel in Jacksonville, 
Florida, USA. She was taken over by 
the U.S. Government and transferred 
to Panamanian registry under the 
name RACELAND. On March 10, 
1942 as part of Convoy PQ 13 she and 
19 other merchant ships departed 
Loch Ewe for Murmansk via Reykja- 
vik. By March 27 the convoy became 
scattered by heavy weather and were 
dispersed over an area 150 miles long 
south of Bear Island. On March 28, 
1942, German aircraft sighted and sank 
the stragglers RACELAND and 
EMPIRE RANGER. 


I hope this will be of some assistance. 
As for myself for enjoyment I like to 
collect post cards of ships commercial 
and military and on commercial har- 
bors. Hope this brings some new 
information (about) Captain Davies as 
to the fate of a former vessel. 


Sincerely, Stan Melman-Honolulu HI” 
Fred Rosebury continues: 


“When I knew Captain Davies in 
1923-24 he was about 45, which would 
make him 119 years old by now. When 
the HOWICK HALL was in the port 
of Liverpool in 1924 his home address 


Wales was not far away which allowed 
him to visit his family. In Liverpool he 
brought his little boy aboard. The boy 
was about four, which would make him 
74 now if he is still living. 


My commercial radiotelegraph license 
of 1924 has an endorsement of my 
service in the HOWICK HALL, signed 
by P.F.Donnelly who was the New 
York Port Superintendent for the 
Isthmian Line at that time. 


The radio equipment in the 
HOWICK HALL was a 2kW RCA 
rotary synch-ronous spark gap trans- 
mitter and a Navy-type receiver. | 
suppose this gear was later replaced by 
updated equip-ment. 


I look back with fond memories of 
Captain Davies, the officers and crew 
of that ship in which I made two 
voyages over a period of almost two 
years, returning to New York after a 
16 day transit from Liverpool in the 
winter of 1924 with ferocious head 
winds and mountainous seas of the 
North Atlantic Ocean.” 


-Fred Rosebury, 1570-SGP, 747 Water 
Framingham, MA 01701-3222 


Northern California 
Get-Together 


IF YOU LIVE WITHIN ABOUT one 
hundred miles of Fairfield, CA 94533, 
and would care to get together with a 
dining room full of fellow members 
sometime in September or October, 
contact Secretary Boyd by e-mail, 
phone or USPS (see page 16 for 
numbers). Respondents will receive a 
detailed invitation to participate. 


73 
Walt. 
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GMDSS UPDATE 


Ed. note: The following two articles provide a GMDSS implementation update as seen by a member of the GMDSS Task 
Force and by an active shipboard Radio Electronics Officer. 


GMDSS Task Force 
Member’s Report 
By Ben Russell 
SOWP 1853-V, N6SL 
Senior VP - SOWP 


All commercial shipping was schedu- 
led to have GMDSS equipment up and 
running no later than February 1, 
1999. On this date, GMDSS ships will 
no longer use CW. It should be noted 
that the U.S.C.G. will not have Digital 
Selective Calling (DSC) up and run- 
ning on MF or VHF and miss the 
deadline by at least one year. The 
International Maritime Organization 
(LMO) had to revise it’s policy on 
VHF-FM to require that all commer- 
cial vessels will continue to monitor 
VHF-FM Channel 16 (156.8 MHz) 
until February 1, 2005 to Permit 
GMDSS and non GMDSS vessels to 
communicate. The Coast Guard will 
continue to monitor 2182 KHz for SSB 
calls until their computer interface 
problems are solved. 


The shipping industry for years has 
been reducing crew sizes to minimize 
payroll expenses. For example, a WW2 
Liberty Ship had a crew of 37 not 
counting the Armed Guard. A modern 
super tanker may have a crew of 23. 
Some foreign container ships have 
operated with a crew of 12. Several 
European countries issue a combined 
deck and engine license. The minimal 
crewed ships operate with a “closed” 
engine room where no regular watch 
standing takes place. A few personnel 
perform day work both on deck and in 
the engine room. 


The FCC and USCG seem to have 
approached the GMDSS in different 
ways. The FCC requires that US ships 
have two GMDSS operators with one 
having only GMDSS duty during an 
emergency. The USCG supports the 
IMO STCW 95 (Standards of Train- 
ing, Certification, and Watchkeeping 
Subcommittee) which will require that 
all deck officers receive several weeks 
of GMDSS training. Unfortunately, 
the small crew sizes and other respon- 
sibilities of the deck officers may not 
permit any of these trained personnel 
to be fully available for distress com- 
munications. 


It would appear that our different 
Government agencies have not fully 
cooperated with each other to solve 
their interface problems due to fiscal 
problems. The FCC is reducing its 
Personnel who can monitor and in- 
spect maritime radio installations by 
permitting licensed technicians to per- 
form annual inspections and issue 
necessary SOLAS documents. One 
just has to listen to VHF-FM Channel 
16 on any weekend to hear the poor 
procedures. That distress frequency is 
not much better than the Citizens 
Band these days and the FCC no 
longer requires small personal vessels 
to have FCC radio station licenses or 
operator licenses. Apparently the 
Washington policy makers never lear- 
ned the lesson of the Citizens Band. 
The lack of ship licenses makes identi- 
fication of calls difficult because some 
private boat owners just use personal 
names to call their fiends on Ch. 16. 


The bright spot in GMDSS is that 
the 406 Emergency Position Indicator 
Radio Beacons (EPIRB) are working 


well and may be the best method of 
signaling distress until the GMDSS is 
fully implemented or changed. 


It looks like deep sea ships may have 
a serious problem between February 1, 
1999 and approximately 2005 due to 
the lack of shore facilities around the 
world that have operational GMDSS 
capabilities and the loss of CW capabi- 
lities with trained operators at sea and 
on shore. At present there is a high 
false alarm rate caused by poor train- 
ing and by the system design. 


It may take a modern day TTTANIC 
disaster to get correct the problems 
caused by the IMO and GMDSS. 


The following information was recei- 
ved from the GMDSS Task Force and 
summarized for the net broadcast: 


HR NR 1 =FCC REPORT AND 
ORDER 9875 WAS RELEASED 
MAY 1, 1998 AND BECOMES 
EFFECTIVE 30 DAYS AFTER PUB- 
LICATION. 


THE RULE CHANGES PERMIT IN- 
DIVIDUALS HOLDING COMMER- 
CIAL RADIO OPERATOR 
LICENSES AND GMDSS MAIN- 
TAINER LICENSES TO CONDUCT 
ANNUAL SHIP RADIO INSPEC- 
TIONS AND ISSUE NECESSARY 
INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATES. 
RADIOTELEPHONE STATIONS 
CAN BE INSPECTED BY PERSON- 
NEL HOLDING A GENERAL 
RADIOTELEPHONE = LICENSE. 
RADIO TELEGRAPH STATIONS 
BY HOLDERS OF RADIOTELE- 
GRAPH 1ST OR 2ND_ CLASS 
LICENSES. GMDSS_ INSTALLA- 
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TIONS CAN BE INSPECTED BY 
PERSONNEL HOLDING A GMDSS 
MAINTAINER LICENSE. 


THE FCC WILL NO LONGER 
CONDUCT ROUTINE INSPEC- 
TIONS ON APPROXIMATELY 1100 
US REGISTERED COMMERCIAL 
VESSELS 


A View of GMDSS Today 
By: Will Halpin 
SOWP 5013-M, KISMF 


As I sit here in my semi-modern 
radio shack aboard this vessel and read 
the WWB I feel I must get in my two 
cents worth on the state of affairs in 
the merchant fleet radio game. I 
emphasize that the following is strictly 
the personal opinion of the author. 


As a retired ETCM (USCG) and 
having served as a Radio Electronics 
Officer for the past 12 years I’ve seen 
most of the GMDSS coming down the 
pike. 


Let’s face it, those of us that have 
been around a while have seen a lot of 
technology come and go. Tubes, dis- 
crete transistor circuits, encapsulated 
modular transistor circuits, IC’s of all 
shapes and sizes, and now SM1’s in all 
their various applications. As I write 
this letter I sit surrounded by 5 (yes 5!) 
computers, Sat-A & Sat-C terminals, 
SITOR, MF, HF, & VHF gear. In a 
few months the MF gear will be a thing 
of the past as the GMDSS console is 
installed on the bridge for the mates to 
operate. 


As I’m on the mailing list for the 
GMDSS Advisory Group and also 
keep up to date on events via the IMO, 
FCC, & USCG web sites I feel I have a 
lot of input in which to evaluate the 
status of the system as it exists in the 


real world. I might also add that I am 

an adjunct GMDSS instructor at the 
American Maritime Officers School 
for Advanced Training where com- 
puter simulation has been used to 
teach Masters/Mates the GMDSS 
since June of 1996 As an adjunt 
instructor I have also had the oppou- 
tunity to teach the GMDSS course 
aboard foreign flag vessels using the 
actual installed on board GMDSS 
console. 


From my personal viewpoint the 
system has some good design elements 
such as DSC, SART’s, etc. I question 
the replacement of the old hand-crank 
auto sending distress transceiver by the 
new VHF survival craft transceivers 
(SCT’s) with their 250 milliwatt output 
and eight hour battery capacity. | think 
the designers could have done better 
there. But even then the VHF’s have 
their place. The biggest fly in the 
ointment is the way the “system” is 
being implemented. Those in the 
“inner circles” of GMDSS planning 
seem to be isolated from the real 
world. In my travels around the states 
and the globe I’ve had a lot of 
opportunities to converse with vessel 
operators, shoreside technicians, FCC 
inspectors, and USCG personnel from 
seaman to full Captains. From SAR 
crews to ship Captains, to Group 
Commanders one thing is certain. In 
the real operational world of GMDSS 
most individuals are still in the dark as 
to its function and its mandates under 
the CFR. 


It used to be that USCG radiomen 
(RM’s) got a bit of training in com- 
mercial maritime communications. At 
least in their rating correspondence 
courses if nowhere else. From my 
conversations with modern day Coas- 
ties this is no longer the case. Ask a 
SAR boat operator or shoreside Tele- 
communications Specialist (TC, no 
longer RM) what the carriage require 


ments of a merchant vessel are under 
the GMDSS and he/she will get a 
blank look on their face. The same 
blank look you'll get when you ask 
some USCG officers and Captains. 
Apparently the trickle-down theory of 
economics is also be applied to the 
disseminating of GMDSS info. Now 
add to the above the fact that the 
system started its phase-in in February 
of 1992 with a drop dead date of 
February 1st, 1999. All cargo ships 
over 300gt and all passenger ships are 
required to have the GMDSS gear 
installed by that date and have two 
GMDSS licensed operators aboard. 
All fine and dandy except that the 
shoreside will not, repeat not be in 
place. The VHF segment (Al Sea 
Area) will most likely not be ready till 
2005 as per the Coast Guards admis- 
sion. The MF DSC equipments already 
installed are giving them problems thus 
the A2 Sea Area portion of GMDSS is 
sporadic at best. Then factor in the 
fact that presently about 99% of the 
DSC Distress Alerts are proving to be 
false along with almost as many false 
406 MHz EPIRB alerts. By the way, 
USCG cutters do not fall under the 
mandated carriage requirements so 
they will not be equipped with SITOR 
or DSC communications. 


The equipment (at least most ship- 
board types) is fairly reliable but there 
is no confidence in the system. You 
can’t have a 99 percent “cry wolf” 
figure and expect people to have faith 
that GMDSS works. On top of this 
most commercial cargo ships have 
done away with the R/O (an attentive 
reading of the few lines of the Tele- 
communications Reform Act of 1996 
pertaining to GMDSS will actually 
prove that there is NO requirement to 
eliminate the R/O, the position is just 
no longer mandated by law) so the 
Mates assume this function along with 
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the dozens of other collateral func- 
tions they have on watch. In times of 
distress or emergencies this GMDSS 
designated primary operator’s sole 
function is to set watch on the Distress 
and Safety frequencies (80.1123) yet a 
check of most vessel’s Emergency Bill 
will show that this same individual has 
other designated responsiblilites such 
as a Fire Party Leader or supervising 
the lowering of the lifeboats,etc. For 
whatever reason the USCG & FCC 
have yet to straighten this out. Ship- 
ping companies have vast political in- 
fluence and Congressional inquiries 
squelch enforcement effectively. 


Is it a safe system? I think not. At 
least in it’s present form. The philoso- 
phy of the Distress & Safety radio 
watch is just not emphasized strongly 
enough. The Mates are overburdened 
as it is. Too many individuals (Captains 
included) feel that it is not their job to 
keep track of the safety of other 
vessels. Many refuse to maintain a 
proper radio log or conduct proper 
routine testing as mandated under the 
CFR as they claim it inteferes with the 
proper navigation of their vessel. They 
want to sail with out an R/O yet they 
refuse to truly accept the mandated 
responsibilities that go along with the 
new system. This of course doesn’t 
show up on an annual FCC inspection 
because those inspections are now 
being conducted by the private sector. 
Usually the same company that has the 
contract for “shoreside maintenance” 
gets the FCC inspection job as well. 
Talk about the fox guarding the hen 
house! 


Well, enough said. As stated initially 
this is just one individual’s opinion. Is 
CW dead? Well out here in the Far 
East 500 KHz is alive with vessel traffic 
and shore stations calling with their 
traffic lists. The same can be said for 
the coast of South America. Can these 


same ships communicate with a 
modern GMDSS equipped vessel other 
than by VHF? And even if they are 
within WHF range do they have com- 
mand of the English language as 
mandated by the IMO for communi- 
cators. There’s a lot to be said for the 
old “Q-signals”. Hope the this letter 
stirs some interest. QRU. 


73, Will Halpin 


The President’s Message 
By Jack Kelleher 
SOWP 2581-P, W4ZC 


Not all SOWP members are maritime 
mobile or shore station operators, or 
fixed station operators. Did you know 
that we also had at least a couple of 
railroad mobile operators? Here’s a 
story by one of those operators, 
Charles W. Clemens Jr. (SOWP 666- 
PA) that appeared in the SOWPs 
Directory and Newsletter for 1972. 


“Brass-Pounding on Wheels - Old 
1401, CW on the President’s Special”. 


Most of the operating stories we read 
in SOWP publications are about sea- 
going brasspounders. This one is about 
a brasspounder who rode the rails. 
Back in the summer of 1942 I was 
working my shift at WAR in Washing- 
ton when an officer tapped me on the 
shoulder and told me to go pack my 
clothes for a trip to a warm climate. 
That was how I started as the first CW 
Operator at the White House. The 
White House had a Signal Corps 
detachment whose duties included pro- 
viding continuous communications bet- 
ween the Presidential train and the 
White House. I believe that this was 
the first time such a thing had been 
attempted in the U.S. The Washington 
end was handled by the War Depart- 
ment Communications Center (station 


WAR) communicating directly to the 
train or via relays from War Depart- 
ment net stations, as necessary. 


My first trip on the communications 
car (“Old 1401”) was its second trial 
run, from Washington to New Orleans 
and return. On the trip were Detach- 
ment Commander Colonel Bill Beas- 
ley; Lt. Dewitt Greer, (who eventually 
became the Detachment Commander); 
Jack Kelleher, a Signal Corps civilian 
engineer (yeah, that was me); John J. 
Moran, who maintained the equip- 
ment; and George J. McNally, a Secret 
Service operative. All of us were 
amateur radio operators. 


1401 was a “combine car”, half 
baggage and half passenger, built for 
the Baltimore & Ohio RR in 1914. 
When I first saw her, all identification 
had been painted out; her only identifi- 
cation was her number, painted in gold 
over the entrance at the passenger 
end. Inside, a couple of seats (at the 
divider between the passenger and 
baggage sections) had been replaced 
with side-by-side operating tables. Each 
operating position contained a Ham- 
marlund Super Pro receiver and a 
military BC-342. The BC-342 was 
designed for use in tanks and other 
rough-riding vehicles, and so included 
shock mounts. My first trip proved 
that the best way to mount equipment 
on the train was to bolt it down. 
Installed in this manner everything 
moved as one unit and the receiver 
worked beautifully. However, there was 
a modulation on recetved signals im- 
parted by the train’s vibration. That 
was better than having the tubes jump 
out of their sockets - which they 
frequently did when the receiver was 
on shock mounts. (Tube clamps were 
not yet in common use). Telegraph 
lines alongside the tracks provided a 
lot of clicks that made it difficult to 
copy poor signals, particularly in the 
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Southwest. 


The transmitter was a BC-447, 300 
watts. Clearance and safety require- 
ments prohibited using an exposed 
antenna (some portions of the RR 
systems were electrified). Our antenna 
was a wire inside bakelite tubing moun- 
ted on power company standoffs; the 
antenna was about six inches above the 
metal roof of the car. We later 
changed from a wire to copper tubing 
about the same size as the inner 
diameter of the insulating tubing, with 
much better results. Our frequency 
complement ran from 3 Mhz to 17 
Mhz. 


I was supposed to contact a number 
of Army stations along the way, none 
more than a couple of hundred miles 
away. Results were poor, and it was 
decided to communicate directly with 
WAR, which worked out well except 
when we neared Washington, when it 
was difficult to hear WAR on any 
frequency. 


The results of our trial runs were 
encouraging, and 1401 was attached to 
the train which carried the President 
on his swing around the country 
visiting military bases and war produc- 
tion plants. (Note: The trip, in Septem- 
ber 1942 took 2 weeks, during which 
we traveled about 7000 miles over 12 
railroad lines - JK). 


Clemens continues - To my know- 
ledge this trip was the first time 
continuous communications had ever 
been attempted between the Presiden- 
tial Train and Washington. We contac- 
ted WAR while in the eastern half of 
the country and WVY (San Francisco) 
or WVD (Seattle) in the western half. 
Results were excellent: in fact our 
volume of traffic was so great that it 
was necessary to pick up an additional 
message clerk in Seattle, our first 


major stop, to handle the paper work. 
To make a long story shorter, I 
worked six years on the Presidential 
Train, traveling with Presidents Roose- 
velt and Truman in the U.S., Canada 
and Mexico. We logged well over a 
hundred thousand miles. 


Equipment and facilities were impro- 
ved over those years and when I left in 
1948 the car had a small operating 
room, a code center, a small bunk 
room with four bunks, a lounge room. 
In the baggage half we had two BC-339 
transmitters for message traffic -- fixed 
station equipment made by Federal 
that loafed along at 1500 watts for 
radioteletype service, and 5 KW in 
CW. A BC-610 (Hallicrafters) 500-watt 
AM transmitter was available for occa- 
sional broadcast services. There was a 
250-watt Motorola VHF FM transmit- 
ter for guard radio service. On the 
receive side we had the two BC-342s 
and the two Super Pros, a big Navy 
receiver the type number of which | 
can’t recall, two Western Electric CV- 
31 teletype converters, and a teletype 
printer. We had a telephone switch- 
board which provided service through- 
out the train. The telephone cable 
permitted us to provide music through- 
out the train, and intercom service if 
desired. 


Power came from two 25 kW diesel 
generators. Only one of these was 
required, and we switched them every 
24 hours. We had two 100 ampere 
battery chargers to charge the train’s 
batteries when we were parked away 
from railroad terminal facilities, and 
two DC-to-AC converters to power 
our receivers in standby. 


Today the train is no more: 1401 has 
been retired, along with the President’s 
car, Ferdinand Magellan. The small 
detachment I knew is now the White 
Houses Communications Agency, and 
their responsibilities have increased 
many times. But I'll bet they aren’t 


having any more fun working assign- 
ments today than I did when car 1401 
was my home on wheels. 


73 
Jack 


WELCOME - NEW MEMBERS 


A warm “Welcome Aboard” to the 
following who have joined SOWP since 
our last issue. 


(Add to Section I of your 1998 Wire- 
less Register). 


JOHNSON, Galen W. 5600-TA 
“ae /Gloria WA6SBB KE60TX 
209 333-1336 P.O. Box 1477 Lodi, CA 
95241-1477 Galen@mail.com Member 
QCWA FISTS ARRL Ref by 
WA2TWS 


714 350-6077 550 W. 6th St. #11 
Tustin, CA 92780-4335 USN 1968 


HONEA, Walter M. 5602-V Walt/ 
Lee W4HM 757 340-4343 1536 Sea 
Breeze Trail, Virginia Beach, VA 
23452-4731 1940 Braniff Air 
W4HM@Juno. com 


FRANKLIN, Dennis G. 5603-TA 
Se. /Pam K6DF 510 791-0954 4658 Capi- 
tan Drive Fremont, CA 94536-5448 
K6DF@home.com 


RUOCCO, Giulio 5$604-TA 
Rocky/Livia W2XV ex-WN2POC 
914 237-2487 1151 Mile Sq. Rd. Yon- 
kers, NY 10704 GRuocco308@aol.com 
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FRED M. LINK 
SOWP 0020 & 5507 Honorary, 
W2ALU 
By: Don Bishop, WOWO 


Fred M. Link, 93, of Pittstown, New 
Jersey, died in his sleep on June 18, 
1998, at Hunterdon Medical Center, 
Flemington, New Jersey. He had been 
diagnosed not long before with a type 
of leukemia that advances rapidly. 


Link was born on Oct. 11, 1904, in 
York, Pennsylvania. His early interest, 
first in telegraph, and then in wireless 
communications, flowed from steps he 
took toward earning merit badges to 
qualify as an Eagle Scout. In high 
school, he worked as an apprentice 
electrician. His bachelor’s degree in 
electrical engineering and his avocation 
as a radio amateur led to a job with 
New York Telephone. Allen B. 
DuMont hired him away to work for 
the DeForest Radio Company. Link 
later left DeForest Radio to become a 
partner with R.C. Powell in the R.C. 
Powell Company, New York. Shortly 
thereafter, Powell left, and Link 
became the sole owner. He changed 
the name of the company to the Fred 
M. Link Company. From 1931 to 1950, 
that company, later known as Link 
Radio Corporation, manufactured two- 
way radio communications equipment 
that was used extensively by police 
departments throughout the United 
States and in many foreign countries. 
Similar equipment was used by the 
U.S. armed forces during World War 
II, especially for communications 
among tank commanders and to 
replace wired telephone and teletype 
communications. During the war, Link 
Radio employed more than 800 people. 
Link held the rank of lieutenant in the 
U.S. Naval Reserve; the government 
did not call him to active duty so he 
could continue manufacturing com- 
munications equipment for the war 


effort. 


Not long after he sold Link Radio in 
1950, the company ceased doing busi- 
ness, and it was liquidated in 1952. His 
work in radio communications resu- 
med, and from 1954 to 1959, he was 
the director of the mobile radio divi- 
sion at the Allen B. DuMont Labora- 
tories, where he manufactured equip- 
ment similar to what had been pro- 
duced by Link Radio. From 1959 to 
1965, he was a consultant to the Radio 
Corporation of America (RCA), hav- 
ing initially been hired under the 
direction of its president, David Sar- 
noff, to help to resolve a problem with 
a police radio. system RCA had con- 
tracted to provide to the city of 
Philadelphia. 


Since 1965, as “Fred M. Link, 
Consultant,” Link had assisted a num- 
ber of client companies in the radio 
communications industry, including 
Primedia Intertec’s Mobile Radio 
Technoogy magazine (Overland Park, 
Kansas); Trott Communications 
Group I(Irving, Texas); Ericsson Pri- 
vate Radio Systems (Lynchburg, Vir- 
ginia); Decibel Products (Dallas) and 
Philips Radio Communications (Cam- 
bridge, England).| 


Link married Mildred Coover on 
June 30, 1930. They lived in New York, 
and then on a farm in Bergen County, 
New Jersey, until moving to another 
farm in Hunterdon County in the early 
1960s. Of their two daughters, one, 
Joanne Link Sotres of New York, 
survives. She has a son, Craig Sotres. 
By their other daughter, there are four 
grandchildren: Daryl Link Morrow: 
Lisa Kate Morrow, twins Darylee Mor- 
row and Jessica Morrow, and Scott 
Alexander Morrow. 


At Robin Hill Farm, 22 Cooks Cross 
Road, Pittstown, NJ 08867 and at the 
previous property in Bergen County, 
Fred and Mildred raised and trained 


American Saddle Bred horses that 
were shown in competition, usually 
ridden by Joanne and Daryl. 


Link served as director of public 
safety from 1941-42 and as mayor from 
1942-52 of the Borough of Westwood, 
New Jersey. He served as a member of 
the Union Township, New Jersey, 
board of adjustment since 1975. He 
graduated from the State College of 
Pensylvania (now Pennsylvania State 
University) in 1927 with a bachelor’s 
degree in electrical engineering, and he 
received an honorary doctorate of 
humane letters from York College in 
1988. 


For the past 30 years, one of Link’s 
passions had been his leadership in the 
Radio Club of America, a New York- 
based society of wireless communica- 
tions engineers, executives, managers 
and specialists; broadcasters; university 
faculty; military communications spe- 
cialists; and radio amateurs. He served 
as Radio Club president from 1968 to 
1992, and continued as_ president 
emeritus. Among the honors confer- 
red on Link by the Radio Club are its 
Sarnoff Citation (1976), Allen B. 
DuMont Citation (1983), Fred M. 
Link Award (1986), Lee de Forest 
Award (1988) and President’s Award 
(1996). 


Link was a Fellow of the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engineers 
(IEEE) and was a charter member of 
its Vehicular Technology Society, 
which he served as a member of its 
board of governors since 1975. He 
received the society’s Avant Garde 
Award in 1980. He received the IEEE 
Centennial Medal in 1984. An IEEE 
milestone plaque at the entrance of the 
Connecticut Department of Public 
Safety headquarters in Middletown, 
Connecticut, commemorates the 1939 
installation of the first frequency- 
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modulated (FM) police radio com- 
munications system, which was built by 
Link Radio. It was the success of this 
system that led to the adoption of FM 
radio for communications by the 
Mechanized Cavalry (tanks) based in 
Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, for use 
in World War IL. 


Link’s other memberships included 
the Associated Public Safety Com- 
munications Officials, the Quarter 
Century Wireless Association, the New 
York Athletic Club, the Veteran Wire- 
less Operators Association and the 
American Horse Show Association. 


Contributions to the Fred M. Link 
Scholarship Fund are welcome at 
Radio Club of America, 3 Caro Court, 
Red Bank, NJ 07701. 

Fred M. Link had said on occasions 
that some experiences with amateur 
radio he had early in life helped to lead 
him to become the foremost manufac- 
turer of police radio communications 
equipment in the ‘30s and ‘40s. 


Fred said that he was the first Eagle 
Scout in York, Pennsylvania, and it 
was for a merit badge that he learned 
Morse code. He worked as a relief 
Morse operator for a railroad in 1919, 
at age 14, because many of the rail- 
road’s adult operators had left to serve 
in the military during World War I. 


Not long afterwards, his scout leader 
interested Fred in amateur radio com- 
munications, and Fred began ope- 
rations with the call sign 3O0V. It is not 
clear whether the call was assigned to 
Fred or to the scouts as a club call 
sign. Fred said that he never reached 
any other amateur stations outside of 
York using spark. 


By then, Fred was working for his 
uncle as an apprentice electrician and 
was attending high schoo]. Through his 
uncle, he had access to electrical parts 


that were used in the construction of 
30V, the spark station, and later for 
the construction of 3BVA, Fred’s own 
CW station. 


Fred continued to operate amateur 
radio stations during his college years 
at State College of Pennsylvania. Dur- 
ing this period, he became acquainted, 
over the air, with John B. Knight, 
4DX. Fred graduated, and Johnny 
finished his studies at the U.S. Naval 
Academy at the same time, and they 
both arranged to move to New York 
and to room together at the YMCA. 
They both had been hired by AT&T. 
Fred was assigned to New York Tele- 
phone and worked in the field, helping 
to solve induction intererence pro- 
blems in which current induced into 
telephone lines from nearby electrical 
lines caused problems. His college 
studies and work as an apprentice 
electrician helped him to obtain the 
job. Johnny was assigned at first to the 
Western Electric factory in Kearny, 
New Jersey, and then to AT&T's 
Electrical Research Products Inc. in 


‘New York, and then back to Western 


Electric. 


In New York, Fred and Johnny 
obtained a license for an amateur 
station in both their names, with a 
single call sign, 2ALU. Through 
periods of regulatory changes, the 
station call changed to NU2ALU, then 
W2ALU, and later was assigned to 
Fred individually. 


News about Fred’s and Johnny’s 
amateur station made the front pages 
of New York newspapers when their 
operations during a DX contest caused 
so much interference to AM broadcast 
radio reception that authorities traced 
the source to their room at the 
YMCA and shut the station down. 
This happened during the ARRL’s 
second annual DX competition in 
1927, a contest that lasted two weeks. 
2ALU was closed before the contest 


ended, but the two operators had 
amassed enough contacts to place 
second. In those days, OSL cards were 
required to be submitted with the 
contest entry, Fred explained, and one 
of his contacts had been with an 
icebound Norwegian whaler, the Niel- 
sen Alonso, near Antarctica. The ves- 
sel’s radio operator could not mail a 
QSL until 18 months later when the 
ship broke free of the ice and reached 
port. Were it not for the delay, Fred 
said 2ALU would have placed first. 


Fred used to say that the station was 
so powerful, that after 2ALU finished 
calling CQ, the band was devoid of 
U.S. signals, and only DX stations 
calling back could be heard. 


The YMCA asked Fred and Johnny 


Incidentally, the way Fred told the 
story, he and Johnny had tapped into 
the power circuit of the YMCA build- 
ing’s elevator to power what he 
remembered as a kilowatt transmitter. 
Keying the transmitter would dim the 
lights in the building. That made for a 
good story, and it might have been 
true. But Johnny said that was only a 
legend--that power was not taken from 
the elevator. What they did, he said, 
was to connect an electric heater to 
the key such that, when pressed down, 
power fed to the 250-watt UV-204 
transmitter with a mercury-vapor recti- 
vier. The primary power input was 
diverted from the transmitter to an 
electric heater when the Morse-code 
key was open, keeping the power drain 
relatively constant whether the key was 
open or closed. This kept the lights in 
the YMCA from flickering, which 
might have drawn unwanted attention 
from other residents or the building 
management. 


Something good came of the newspa- 
per coverage, though. It attracted the 


(continued - next page) 


Fred M. Link - From Page 8 


attention of Allen B. DuMont, the 
chief engineer and manager of 
DeForest Radio Company, and also a 
radio amateur. DuMont hired both 
Fred and Johnny, initially to help with 
the design and construction of TV 
transmitters. Johnny was in charge of 
the transmitter equipment division, and 
Fred was the assistant chief engineer 
for the vacuum tube manufacturing 
operation. He said the job paid twice 
what New York Telephone had paid. 


Johnny remained with DeForest 
Radio until 1933, when he joined NBC. 
Fred retained “W2ALU”; Johnny was 
assigned W2JJ, and went on to build 
TV stations for NBC, eventually mov- 
ing to the west coast and rising to a 
top engineering position with the net- 
work in Los Angeles. He operated 
there as W6YY. 


At DeForest Radio, Fred said that he 
became a favorite among among radio 
amateurs because he used to give them 
manufacturing “rejects,” transmitting 
tubes with malformed glass envelopes. 
The defects did not hamper their 
usefulness, but prevented their com- 
mercial sale. Fred hinted that some of 
the defects might have been made 
intentionally to increase the supply of 
free tubes to amateurs. He said many 
of the amateurs were employed where 
they could buy or recommend the 
purchase of vacuum tubes, and the 
free tubes led to increased commercial 
sales at De Forest. 


“Ryicted” from the YMCA, as Fred 
would say, he and Johnny rented an 
apartment at 583 Riverside Drive, 
facing the Hudson River, and recon- 
structed the amateur station there. A 
third version of the station retained 
the receiver at the apartment, and the 
transmitter was rebuilt at De Forest 
Radio’s Passaic Park, New Jersey, 
factory. The transmitter was operated 


by remote control via a leased tele- 
phone line from the apartment. That 
version of the transmitter used a 
halfwave, three-phase rectifier that 
gave it a distinctive 180 Hz modulation. 
It used two 1kW tubes as a push-pull 
amplifier. Fred used to say that this 
was the first remote-controlled ama- 
teur station. 


During this period, W2ALU again 
made the news as Fred and Johnny 
were in contact with the Byrd expedi- 
tion to the South Pole. A newspaper 
reporter would come to the apartment 
to receive news from the expedition via 
the station’s shortwave communica- 
tions. 


In 1930, Fred married Mildred 
Coover, and she moved into the apart- 
ment. Not long after, Johnny married, 
too, and moved out, and that was the 
end of the W2ALU radio partnership. 
By the mid-1930s, Fred was fully invol- 
ved in the commercial side of radio 
communications and, as he would tell 
it, no longer operated an amateur 
station after 1934. 


A few years ago, he gave me the 
Morse key that was used in the 1927 
contest and in the communications 
with the Byrd expedition. Its heavily 
scarred contacts give evidence to the 
power that used to flow through the 
W2ALU transmitter that was heard so 
widely in the early days of amateur 
CW stations. 
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CHAPTER NEWS 
Pacific Southwest Chapter IX 
By Bill Jackson, Dir. 
3612-V, WOHDP, 


Dues Due to the high cost of 
printing, postage and handling, effec- 
tive Nov. 1, 1998, the Southwest Chap- 
ter will be on a yearly dues basis. The 
twice a year newsletter, Scuttlebutt 
after almost eleven months, has run 
aground financially. The amount of 
donations to help with printing and 
postage etc. is insufficient to cover 
mailing to all members. In order to 
alleviate this situation, a yearly dues 
charge of $5.00, effective on Nov. 1, 
1998, will retain a member on the 
active membership roster. It will cover 
him through the year 1999 and will 
show on the mailing label of the 
Scuttlebutt 


It is regretable that we must do this 
but the majority of the membership 
have never sent in a penny to help out. 
Those members who are paid up at the 
National level, as well as those on the 
active list will see this notice, either in 
the World Wireless Beacon or the Fall 
Scuttlebutt. Others will be notified via 
postcard. Members desiring to send in 
multiples of $5.00 will be credited at 
$5.00 per year. The calendar year will 
now be from Nov. ist to Nov. 1st of 
the folllowing year. Members paying 
for extra years will show on the 
Scuttlebutt mailing label. For example: 
2000 will show as (00), 2001 as (01) etc. 
As your Director and Editor of the 
Scuttlebutt, | have made every effort to 
keep you abreast of whats happening 
in the Southwest Chapter. It has been 
a joy publishing your many sea stories 
and radio related articles and hope it 
will continue. [’m a little older and 
wiser since taking over the chapter in 
1987. I have reached the grand old age 
of 78. My thanks to all of you who 
have made the chapter what it is today. 


I look forward to seeing you at future 
luncheon meetings. 73 Bill Jackson 


Send dues to: 4930 N. Hobo Cir. 
Prescott Valley, Az. 86314-5158 


Pacific Southwest Chapter IX 
Upcoming Joint Luncheon Meet- 
ing With Chapter 16, Arizona 
QCWA 


On Dec. 5, 1998, the Southwest 
Chapter, SOWP, and the Arizona 
Chapter 16, QCWA. will meet for their 
Eleventh Annual Joint Luncheon 
meeting at the Peppercorn Grille, in 
the Safari Resort in Scottsdale, Az. 
Time is 11:30 AM. The Keynote 
Speaker for the event will be Marshall 
Trimble, Arizona Honorary State His- 
torian, known as the “Will Rogers of 
Arizona”. Marshall is well known for 
opening such top country western 
shows as Waylon Jennings, Jerry Lee 
Lewis and the Oak Ridge Boys. He has 
also appeared in Las Vegas, Los 
Angeles and San Francisco, as well as 
being featured on TNN Nashville Net- 
work. His collection of books on the 
old west that he has authored are 
numerous, the latest book, “Never 
Give a Heifer a Bum Steer” will be 
released in the fall of 1998. 


Anyone vacationing in the Scottsdale, 
Az. area during the above mentioned 
time frame is welcome to attend. For 
further details, contact Bill Jackson at 
(520) 772-9641 or Ralph Barr at (602) 
582-8208. 


Corrections to 
THE WIRELESS 
REGISTER - 1998 


Changes are given on a page-by-page 
basis so they can be marked into yoar 
personal copy. 


Page 17: HUTCHINS, Michael G.D., 
3268-M, change handle/spouse to 
Mike/Barbara 


Page 21: MARRINER, Edmund H., 
0313-P, change address to 731 Murray 
St., San Luis Obispo, CA 93405 


Page 26: PRICE, John Walton, 4840-P, 
change address to 1200 Lincoln St, 
Trir 192, Bellingham, WA 98226-5734 


Page 27: RYDER, William C., 3477-P, 
change phone# to 508 945-9312 


Page 36: ZL1MH, change handles to 
Mike/Barbara 


Page 48: Add: Brown, Roy C. 5596-V, 
WA2TWS, wa2tws@ptd.net 


Page 49: Re: Dietz, John J. 5516-TA, 


W2ZF, change email address to 
w2zf@aol.com 
Add: Griffith, David 5144-M, 


GWOOPY, jandav@enterprise.net 


Page 50: Add: Metcalfe, William 2313- 
M VE6BF, wmetcalf@planet.eon.net 


Re: Pladsen, Glenn W. 5558-M AE0Q, 
change email address to 
v31ry@ix.netcom.com 


SOWP PURPOSE 
(from the Articles of Incorporation) 


The specific purpose of the Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc. is to perpetuate 
among the general public and the members the memory, heritage and traditions of 
all pioneer and veteran wireless (radio) operators and to preserve the record of 
the many heroic wireless men and women who have proven their courage and 
valor in times of dire emergency or disaster and of the many wireless pioneers who 
have directly or indirectly contributed to improvement of the art 


Announcing - the Annual SOWP 
International QSO Roundup 


December 10 - 12, 1998 


The Annual SOWP International CW Roundup has become an event of great popularity among our members, providing a 
reunion among ourselves near the Holiday Season. In addition, the affair has proven to be an excellent public relations 
exercise, extending worldwide. 


DATE/TIME: The Roundup will begin at 1901 Eastern Standard Time, Thursday, December 10, 1998 (0001 UTC December 
11) and will end 51 hours later at 2200 EST, Saturday, December 12, 1998, (0300 UTC Sunday, December 13). This time 
period accomodates members who are unable to participate on weekdays (Wed., Thur., Friday only) including our overseas 
members. No participant should feel compelled to operate for a period longer or shorter than he or she wishes. 


FREQUENCIES: Five amateur bands, 3.5 MHz; 7 MHz; 14 MHz; 21 MHz; and 28 MHz will be used. A ten (10) kHz portion 
is allocated at 50 to 60 KHz up from the low end of the bands. Example: 7,050 KHz to 7,060 KHz. Note: Listen for "DX" 
stations +/- 5 KHz above and/or below these segments. 


MESSAGE EXCHANGE: Message content shall be as follows: 
NR. Your SOWP membership number without suffix: (M, V, P, SGP, etc.) 
Your First name or Nickname 
Location: Your State, Province or Country 
EXAMPLE: NR 783 W4HU John VA (Sent) 
NR 2581 W4ZC Jack MD (Rec’d) 
NOTE: NO CONTACT or QSO NUMBERS SHOULD BE SENT. 


SCORING: Each completed exchange with another SOWP member will count ONE (1) POINT. However, if you contact the 
same station on three (3) or more bands, add three (3) points to your overall total point score for each station so contacted. 
We encourage greater use of 3.5 MHz and 7 MHz. Look for contacts on those bands during the first 15 minutes of each 
hour during band openings. 


LOGS: Please make up your own log sheets. Include columns for: 


1. Band Used. 2. Date/time of QSO. 3. SOWP Nr. received. 4. Call of Station Worked. 5. Operator’s name. 6. Name of State, 
Province or Country. 


The heading of your log sheet should show your own call sign and the text of the message you transmitted for each exchange. 
For example - ( NR 881 W8TP Ted OH). Your completed log sheets should be forwarded to our Vice President for Awards, 
John H. Swafford, W4HU, 2025 N. Kensington St., Arlington, VA 22205 USA by January 15, 1999. 


AWARDS: Certificates will be presented to the top seven scorers indicating their positions. Certificates of Participation will 
be sent to all who submit logs showing five (5) or more contacts. 


WE HOPE MANY, MANY SOWP MEMBERS WITH AMATEUR STATIONS WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE SPIRIT 
OF FELLOWSHIP IN THIS GET TOGETHER EVENT. We encourage extended exchanges between members, rather than 
mere “contesting”. - 73 and good luck- 


Your 1996 SOWP ROUNDUP COMMITTEE: 
John Swafford, 783-V, W4HU, Chairman; Jack Kelleher, 2581-P, W4ZC, President, SOWP; Ted Phelps, 881-P, W8IP 
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MORSUM MAGNIFICAT HAS 
NEW EDITOR/PUBLISHER 
FROM 1999 


Ed. note: In our March 1998 issue, we 
relayed a story from the British Morse 
preservation magazine Morsum Mag- 
nificat that it would cease publication 
at the end of this year. Word has just 
come from MM that the magazine will 
continue. Here is their announcement: 


“WE ARE VERY PLEASED TO 
REPORT that we have agreed with 
Zyg Nilski, G30KD, that he will 
become editor/publisher of MM fol- 
lowing publication of our December 
1998 issue, MM61. 


“We are sure everyone will give Zyg 
a warm welcome and continue the 
same enthusiastic support for MM as 
before. He... invites submission of 
articles, photos, etc., for use in MM62 
and subsequent issues.” 


A profile of Zyg Nilski is reprinted 
from MMSS8 below. 


MEET MM’s NEW EDITOR/PUB- 
LISHER! 


“Everyone calls me ‘Zyg’ although 
the full version is ‘Zygmunt’. Of a 
Polish father and Canadian-born 
mother I spent the first 18 years of my 
life in Nottingham, England. My dad 
had been a Wireless Operator in the 
Polish Air Force. Now aged 55, | live in 
Shropshire, England with my wife Viv 
and two (of four) sons still at home. 


I have been a Radio Amateur since 
1960 and it was probably during the 
earlier years of ham radio that my 
passion for CW developed. At 17, 
without much money, affordable ham 
radio equipment was generally home 
built or government surplus. To make 
things worse we had a DC mains- 
electricity supply, making high power 
outputs harder to achieve. 


My first transmitters were home- 


brewed and all low power; a crystal 
controlled 807 on forty metres, a top 
band AM rig and a modified BC459 
for twenty. But with CW there were, 
and still are, plenty of stations to work 
even with the most modest set-ups. As 
time went on and income increased the 
necessity of Morse turned into the 
preferred choice. It has been so ever 
since. 


I studied electronics and communica- 
tion engineering at what is now South- 
ampton Institute of Higher Education 
for a career in electronics engineering, 
but with a couple of career moves, my 
work quickly shifted into computing 
and systems analysis. 


After further study at the University 
of Lancaster I turned to lecturing in 
Management and information techno- 
logy, eventually to retire from the 
education service as head of Informa- 
tion Technology at Stoke-on-Trent 
College. Now, semi-retired I provide 
consultancy services in information 
technology, leaving time to follow 


other interests. 


Like many radio amateurs there have 
been periods of greater activity than 
others. But interest in CW has broa- 
dened to encompass line telegraphy, 
the history of telegraphy and the 
technologies used. An avid reader of 
MM for several years I now have time 
to take on its publication with the aim 
of continuing the editorial policy of 
Tony and Geoff. MM will continue six 
times per year and I am hoping for 
support from existing and new contri- 
butors to give MM the widest possible 
coverage of Morse topics. 


The challenge will be to meet the 
high standards that Tony, Geoff and 
the late Rinus Hellemons have set. 
New articles, letters and photographs 
are needed so that I can begin to 
compile next year’s editions of MM. 
Comments and new ideas for MM are 


particularly welcome. 


Please send contributions for next 
year to me at: The Poplars, Wistans- 
wick, Market Drayton, Shropshire, 
TF9 2BA, England. Telephone/Fax: 
(01630) 638306; International +44 1630 
638306 or e-mail to zyg_nilski@com- 
puserve.com 73, Zyg 


See the “MM” home page: http:/ 
Awww.morsum.demon.co.uk for full 
details of this international magazine 
devoted entirely to Morse telegraphy 
past present and future 


COMMUNICATIONS NEWS 


From coastal station WLO, Mobile, 
AL: “Announcing the inauguration of 
AUTO-MORSE at WLO Radio. 
Check even hour GMT TSB (Time 
Slot Broadcast) for AUTO-MORSE 
info QRG: 4343.0 6344.0 8514.0 
12886.5 17022.5 22487.0 kHz. (This is) 
a time conscious computer managed 
Auto-Morse shore to ship broadcast 
intended for shipboard reception with- 
out manual intervention...” 


Apparently, due to fewer ships now 
sailing with a Radio Officer aboard and 
equipped instead with a Morse Code 
display “reader” or someone aboard 
who can copy CW, WLO sends radio- 
telegrams “blind” to ships for which it 
has traffic “on the hook”. 


WLO makes several information 
broadasts each day in CW and FEC 
modes. It signs off with a reference to 
the “Marine Radio Network” and 
closes with “DE WLO/WSC/KLB AR. 
Apparently only WLO is active,howe- 
ver, since WSC has closed for good 
(after a revival of about 10 years) 
according to SOWP members Earl 
Korf and Don Gagne. KLB has not 
been heard recently. 
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Morse Code Saves 


U.S. Navy Destroyer! 
By: Glenn W. Pladsen 
SOWP 5558-M, AE0Q / V31RY* 


I was a Navy CIM2 (Cryptologic 
Tech, Maintenance) sent to the des- 
troyer USS William M. Wood, DD- 
715, in the summer of 1973. It was a 
TAD trip (Temporary Additional 
Duty) from my duty station of Rota, 
Spain, and | was the only CT on board 
for 3 months. All of my equipment on 
the ship was in an air-conditioned ‘van’ 
(an aluminum-skinned equipment shel- 
ter) tucked away in the old DASH 
hanger, and my job was to maintain 
the gear in working order, doing PM’s 
and repairs when needed. 


The Wood was so crowded that some 
of the crew were hot-racking in the 
berthing spaces. I discovered that there 
were bunks welded three-high on the 
front starboard side of the hanger, so I 
made the hanger my home. However, 
the DASH hanger wasn’t really meant 
to be a living space. The only access | 
had into the rest of the ship was 
through a watertight door in the front 
bulkhead of the hanger, across the 
open ASROC deck and _ through 
another watertight door into the passa- 
geway leading to the ship’s radio room. 
During storms I rigged a line from the 
hanger across the open deck so | 
wouldn’t get knocked overboard when 
I went below for chow! 


The equipment I maintained was 
mostly a lot of receivers, so I usually 
spent my days SWLing, listening to the 
ham bands, or copying various RTTY 
signals. The ship’s Operations Officer 
was also a ham and one of the few 
people on board with a security 
clearance to be in the ‘van’. We got on 


the air a few times in the ham bands 
using one of the ship’s URC-32 HF 
transceivers. The ship spent most of 
that summer going from one Mediter- 
ranean port to another, showing the 
U.S. Navy presence. I was having a 
heck of a good time! 


The USS Wood was an old destroyer 
and was always having problems of one 
kind or another. We were usually on 
‘water-hours’ in the hot summer since 
the fresh-water evaporators could 
barely keep up with the needs of the 
ship’s boilers, never mind supplying 
daily showers for the crew! 


A time came when we were to 
participate in a big NATO exercise in 
the Eastern Med, and the USS Wood 
was designated as a ‘bad guy. Our 
mission was to shadow the NATO 
taskforce, hiding and pretending to be 
a ship from an enemy navy. When the 
exercise started, all the other U.S. 
ships sailed off into the sunset and left 
us behind. 


As luck would have it, at that very 
moment something went wrong down 
in the engine room and they ‘salted the 
boilers’, contaminating the fresh water 
with seawater. We were dead in the 
water in a major shipping lane and it 
was late afternoon. Restoring normal 
power to the ship was now 8 or 10 
hours away. This class of destroyers 
had two emergency generators on 
board, so we should have had electrical 
power for navigation lights and com- 
munications. However, one generator 
was down for critical parts (I heard it 
was a bearing), and the other one 
wouldn’t start! There we were, a U.S. 
Navy destroyer adrift in a shipping lane 
with no power, lights, or radios, and no 
one expecting us to be anywhere soon. 


Things started getting a little strange 
on board. With no ventilation in 
below-deck spaces and no jobs to do, 
everyone came up and started hanging 


around on the weather-decks. The 
reefers were warming up so cases and 
cases of ice-cream in Dixie-cups were 
being passed up for the crew to eat. It 
was a race to eat them before every- 
thing melted! The empties were tossed 
over the side and pretty soon the ship 
was surrounded by a 10-foot wide belt 
of floating Dixie-cups, paper lids, and 
little wooden spoons. It was quite a 
sight. 

Well, there WAS one other vessel in 
the area that day. It was the ever- 
present Soviet ship that shadowed our 
fleet for real. The Russian destroyer 
had initially sailed off with the Task- 
force, but they must have been curious 
about the lone tin-can staying behind 
because they came back to check us 
out. At about the same time, someone 
using the 20-power Big-Eyes on the 
flying bridge spotted a big, BIG 
freighter on the horizon heading our 
way, directly at us. Our Signalmen had 
some battery-powered flashing lanterns 
and started ‘talking’ in Morse to the 
Russians. It was a good thing that we 
had that language in common! The 
destroyer circled us a few times, saw 
the impending doom and went charg- 
ing off directly toward the freighter, 
zigzageing back and forth across her 
path until someone on the bridge 
finally changed course to go past us 
instead of through us! The Russian 
tin-can stayed with us that night until 
we got our boilers back up. 


During the Cold-war years a lot of 
unpleasant things happened between 
our two navies, but I always think of 
that Russian destroyer crew guarding 
us when we were in trouble, regardless 
of the flags we sailed under. 


73 - Glenn 


*ex. GMSBKC, ZB2WZ, SVOWY, 
WAOVPK 


(ex CIM2, NSGA Rota, NSGA 
Edzell; DirSup DD-873, DD-715, DD- 


Memory of Jack Sykes 
By:John McKinney 
SOWP 2002-SGP, WOAP 
VP for Communications 


A very pleasant surprise finding the 
photo of Jack Sykes on the cover page 
of the June-July Beacon. I knew Jack 
and his wife Averina well. In fact, it 
was I who sponsored Jack to SOWP in 
the early seventies and we became 
lasting friends. 


I “met” Jack through his daughter 
Beryl who was a clerk-typist in the 
Denver office of the F.C.C. and visiting 
the Denver office when the conversa- 
tion turned to telegraph keys and Beryl 
informed me that her father in Eng- 
land manufactured telegraph keys and 
that he was a radio amateur and 
former merchant navy radio operator. 
Correspondence followed and in a 
short time I was “handling” Sykes- 
Robertson keys as an American agent. 
I sold several keys for Jack but busi- 
ness was not brisk. Seems that the 
paddle and then keyboard craze had all 
but eliminated the hand key. 


Jack and his wife Averina made 
several trips to the States and on three 
occasions they visited my wife and | 
here in Nebraska usually staying for 
several days. When in Huddersfield we 
would keep a schedule on 20 meter 
CW once per week, conditions permit- 
ting and on some occasions Jack 
(G3SRK) checked into the Transcon 
SOWP net of which I was net control. 


On one of his visits on June 8, 1980 I 
picked up the couple at the Grand 
Island (NE) airport in late afternoon 
and drove them home. After supper 
the weather turned ugly and watching 
from my front porch here in Danne- 
brog I spotted a funnel cloud to the 
southeast headed toward Grand Island 
some 20 miles distant. I pointed this 
out to Jack and hurried to my “shack” 


where I caught the Grand Island radio 
club on their 2 meter net and advised 
them of the tornado. Their call to the 
weather bureau office at the airport 
was the first warning received. That 
evening and well into the night five 
major funnels formed and with an 
estimated fifty “spinoffs” much of the 
city was in shambles. For several days 
entrance to the city was prohibited but 
on the day I took the couple back to 
the airport for a flight eastward we 
were allowed to take a brief tour of 
some parts of the city and Jack’s 
parting comment was, “It looks like the 
bloody blitz!” (referring to the London 
bombings of WWII). 


On this particular visit Jack and 
Averina had quite an adventure! It 
seems that their first stopover had 
been in Texas where they experienced 
some flooding, then in the Sierra 
Nevadas their bus had to pull over and 
wait out a bad hail storm for over 2 
hours. Then they went on to Portland, 
Oregon in time for the eruption on 
Mt. St. Helens and the “crowning 
touch” was the Tornado episode here 
in Nebraska. Jack had a real sense of 
humor and he asked: me, “John, with 
all of this bad news following me just 
how much do you suppose you govern- 
ment would pay me to make a vacation 
trip to Russia?” (This during the 
“Cold War’). 


Getting back to the telegraph keys, 
(referred to as Morse Keys by Jack). It 
seems that Jack was touring the Ork- 
ney Islands where he met a Scotsman 
by the name of Robertson. They 
agreed that the Orkneys lacked indus- 
tries and they founded the Sykes- 
Robertson Company and manufac- 
tured radio telegraph instruments for 
sale to African nations and other 
“developing” countries. The keys were 
a small part of the enterprise but one 
that Jack undertook to hand-assem- 
blehimself. Another enterprising 


adventure of Mr. Sykes was the foun- 
dation of a small popcorn importing 
business in Liverpool. Jack claimed 
that he introduced popcorn to the 
British Isles but admitted it never beat 
out “fish and chips”! 


Jack and his first wife emigrated to 
the USA in the late 20’s just in time 
for the great depression. He worked 
for an oil firm in Houston, Texas 
introducing them to “Wired-Wireless” 
as a communications means in the oil 
fields. Tough times caused them to 
return to England in the early 30's. 
While in Texas their first child, Beryl, 
was born - making her an American 
citizen. A son was later born in 
England. During the Blitz of London 
many English children were brought to 
this side of the Atlantic provided they 
had sponsors to care for them. Friends 
in Houston arranged to care for the 
two Sykes children provided that they 
could be transported to the States. As 
Jack told the story, ” I had no trouble 
with the boy but the girl, Beryl, being 
an American citizen posed a problem 
as the “Neutrality Act” of Congress 
forbid the passage of U.S. citizens on 
vessels of a warring nation.” With a 
little “eye winking” both children were 
placed on a ship bound for Halifax 
with their care entrusted to the radio 
officers aboard. The children made it 
to Houston and remained there until 
war ended but Jack was never able to 
thank the radio officers of the ship for 
their care of the children as the ship 
was torpedoed and sunk on its return 
trip to Liverpool. 


Jack remained active well into his 90’s 
and letters would tell me of their daily 
walks along the canals and Averina 
would talk of her cats. We are cat 
lovers too and every year we look 
fonvard to our Cat Calendar from 
England arriving about Christmas time. 


(continued - next page) 
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SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP mem- 
bers as they join our Chapter Eternal. 
We send our sincere sympathies to 
those they held dear. 


ALLEN, Charles R., 5053-V, AAOIO, 
St. Louis, MO. No date or details. 
Reported in QS7,; May 1998. 


BROWN, Charles A., 1638-M, NSCB, 
Leesville, LA. No date or details. 
Reported in OS7, Aug. 1998. 


CRIMMINGS, Michael L., 1206-V, 
WSBYO, Fort Worth, TX. No date or 
details. Reported in Spark Gap Jimes, 
Jan. 1998. 


EDBERG, Eric B., 4651-V, W6DU, 
Los Altos, CA. No date or details. 
Reported in QS7; June 1998. 


ESTEP, Gerald A. 93-P, W6JAO, 
San Diego, CA. No date or details. 
Reported in OCWA Journa{ Summer 
1998. 


GIVEN, Esther I., 709-V, W6BDE, 
Moss Beach, CA, March 13, 1998, age 
86. Reported in @CWA Journal Sum- 
mer 1998. Enlisted in the WAAC 
during WWII and served as a high 
speed radio operator. 


GLADSON, Elmer L., 4422-V, 
W3IBD, Springfield, MO. No date or 
details. Reported in OS” Aug. 1998. 


GOLDWATER, Barry M., (Sen.) 
0800-HN, K7UGA, Paradise Valley, 
AZ, May 29, 1998, age 89. Reported in 
OST, Aug, 1998. 


HASH, Charles W., 2704-P, W7BYB, 
McMinnville, OR. No date or details. 
Reported in QCWA Journal, Summer 
1998. 


LINK, Fred M., SOWP Honorary 
Member No. 0020 (also 5507-HN), 
Pittstown, NJ, June 18, 1998, age 93. 
Leukemia. Further background infor- 
mation begins on page 7 of this issue. 


MAHLKE, Harold J., 1067-P, 
W8QG, Lansing, MI. No date or 
details. Reported in QCWA Journa, 
Summer 1998. 


SPENCER, Neil, 3107-P, W4PC, 
Largo, FL. No date or details. Repor- 
ted in OS7,; Aug. 1998. 


STREAMER, Ralph J., 3996¢P, 
KAOMTX, Colorado Springs. CO, No 
date or details. Reported in SZ; June 
1998. 


TUERS, William G., 4851-P, W6HHJ, 
Sedona, AZ. No date or details. 
Reported in QS7’ July 1998. 


WOODWARD, Victor M., 1228-SGP, 
K4NP, Huntington Beach, CA, April 
19, 1998, Reported in Spark Gap 
Times, July 1998. 


Silent Key Reporting 


Please send reports to SOWP Exec. 
Sec’y Waldo T. Boyd. P.O. Box 86, 
Geyserville, CA 95441-0086. If avail- 
able, include date, age of deceased and 
cause of passing. 


Jack Sykes - From Page 14 


One last story of Jack and Averina. 
On their last trip to the U.S. they were 
enjoying a meal in a plane over 
Tennessee when Jack choked on a 
chicken bone and could not breathe. A 
passenger aboard opened his airway in 
his throat and inserted the barrel of a 
fountain pen in an emergency pro- 
cedure and the plane made a non- 
scheduled landing in Memphis where 
Jack was given further treatment. The 
couple continued their trip to Texas 
within a day. Jack was in his 80’s at 
this time. 


This episode made the news and was 
carried on the TV show 911. I have 
seen it twice. 


The Editor’s Incoming Mail 


CW from Marconi Station 
Hi Waldo: 


Just got the last Beacon - A 
particularly good one! Thought I 
would pass along my email address. 
Just finished Field Day and a group of 
us West Marin Hams operated from 
the old Marconi Site here on Tomales 
Bay - I was the main CW station. So 
the old place had some CW coming 
out of it again for a while. We were 
signing W6RSI, so if anyone finds that 
in the FD logs, they will know they 
worked the Marconi Station. Keep up 
the good work. 


73 


Dick Flint (SOWP 1391-V)K6éJOQ 
k6joq@svn.net 


It Can’t Happen To Me! But - 


TED: 


SATURDAY WAS A BAD ONE 
FOR DEL. TOWER TOOK DIRECT 
HIT, YOU CAN IMAGINE THE 
RESULTS... BEST ADVICE I CAN 
GIVE IS “LOOP THAT COAX FEL- 
LOWS” THATS THE ONLY THING 
THAT SAVED THE DAY. ALL 
FOUR COAX LEAD-INS WERE 
BLOWN APART---AT THE LOOPS, 
OUTSIDE THE DWELLING. ONLY 
SURGE CAME IN AND BLEW A 
FEW FUSES.IN THE HAM SHACK. 
ALL TEN-TEC GEAR SURVIVED. 
COMPUTER WAS NOT PLUGGED 
IN AT THE TIME. (MUST THANK 
GRAND DAUGHTER FOR THIS 
KIND STROKE] OF {CHILD'S 
PLAY!!! 


(continued - next page) 
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LIGHTHOUSES MAY MOVE 
NOT, BUT ISLANDS DO! 


By: Brian Webb 
SOWP 4119-M, ZL2ARJ ex ZLB 


One task each day on a coast station 
was to carry out a series of check DF 
bearings with an island lighthouse. 
Most times the readings were identical 
thus ensuring the gear was performing 
normally but on some occasions bear- 
ings did differ for one reason or 
another and on one occasion when 
told ‘his’ island had shifted so many 
degrees, the lighthouse keeper on the 
island was quite forthcoming of his 
theories on that particular breed of 
equipment and cynically expressed that 
he would shift over to allow the 
islands’ ferry to go past without diffi- 
culty! For some reason engineers fai- 
led to see any humour in this sort of 
thing. 


The Editor’s Corner 


I have been pleased by the kind 
comments received from members 
regarding articles, updates, etc. Any 
organization is only as strong as its 
members’ willingness to be an active 
participant. Your calls and letters are 
a good indication of the member 
participation. 


This is the first edition of the Beacon 
that I have put together and of course 
it is a learning experience as well as 
one of self organization. Ted Phelps 
(W8IP) and Executive Secretary 
Waldo Boyd (K6DZY) have been 
extremely helpful in getting me started 
and I know they will be providing me 
future assistance to better serve you. 


This issue includes articles of indivi- 
duals and operators experiences. | 
hope these will inspire you to bring to 
the Society your experiences - both 


operating and individuals you have 
known. Your sharing this information 
will preserve the memory of wireless 
operators and the commitment of this 
Society. The Society looks forward to 
your continued participation. 


73, Earl, K6GPB 


Letters - From Page 15 


ROTOR/CONTROL, COAK RELAY 
AND CONTROL BOX HISTORY 
PLUS ALL THE CONNECTING 
CABLES ETC. BUT I HAD PLAN- 
NED ON BUYING NEW TELE- 


VISION(S) AND VCR(S) 
ANYWAY... BOTTOM LINE, DEL 
IS STILL AROUND... 

73° 


DEL CLOUSER, (SOWP 4922-M), 
W8KJP 
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